
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PETROGLYPHS REPRESENTING THE IMPRINT OF THE 

HUMAN FOOT 

By DAVID I. BUSHNELL, Jr 

PETROGLYPHS representing various signs and symbols, 
birds and other animals, and the footprints of birds, beasts, 
and human beings, are met with throughout America. Of 
these, the last type is one of the most interesting, and it is for the 
purpose of showing their wide distribution that the present article 
has been prepared. 

"Footprints'' are usually found near water-courses. The best 
examples are isolated, dissociated from other figures. Again they 
are mingled with a group of carvings. But the first class appears 
to constitute a distinct type. These curious figures have been 
traced from below the falls of James river, near Richmond, across 
the mountains and down the valley of the Ohio to the Mississippi. 
Crossing the Mississippi, they are found in Missouri and Oklahoma. 
Other examples have been discovered near the upper waters of the 
Missouri and the Mississippi. 

"By the Falls of James River upon Colonel Byrd's Land, there lyes 
a Rock which I have seen, about a Mile from the River, wherein are 
fairly imprest several Marks like the Footsteps of a gigantick Man, 
each Step being about five Foot asunder: These they aver to be the Track 
of their God."i 

This was written before the year 1705, and it is of additional 
interest to know that the pictographs were still recognized and 
faintly visible a century and a half later.^ 

Two or more similar figures are known to be on the surface of 
a rock in the North fork of the Rivanna, about five miles northeast 
of the University of Virginia; however, they have not been seen 
for a long period, and now rest beneath a deposit of sand and gravel. 
Several persons living in the vicinity remember having seen them 

1 Beverley, Robert, The History of Virginia, London, 1722, p. 182. 

2 Howison, R. R., History of Virginia, Richmond, 1848, vol. i, p. 11 1. 

8 



BUSHNELL] PETROGLYPHS OF THE HUMAN FOOT 9 

during a period of low water many years ago. This point is within 
three miles of the site of the mound opened and described by 
Thomas Jefferson just before the Revolution. 

An interesting group of petroglyphs existed, and may yet exist, 
about two miles south of Brasstown, Clay county. North Carolina, 
in the extreme southwestern corner of the state. They were thus 
described in a fetter written by Silas Dinsmore to Governor Blount, 
dated Oostinahli, January 2, 1796: 

"On my return from South Carolina, I paid a visit to the Enchanted 
Mountain, about two miles south of Brasstown, on the borders of Ten- 
nessee, to examine the much famed curiosities on the rocks, and was 
pleased to find that report so happily coincided with reality. There are 
on several rocks a number of impressions resembling the tracks of 
turkies, bears, horses, and human beings, as visible and perfect as they 
could be made on snow or sand. The latter are remarkable for having 
uniformly six toes each, only one excepted. . . . One of these tracks 
was very large, the length of the foot 16 inches, the distance of the 
extremes of the outer toes 13 inches, the proximate breadth behind the 
toes seven inches, the diameter of the heel-ball five. . . . Some of the 
Cherokees entertain an opinion that it always rains when any person 
visits the place. "^ 

If it be true that certain figures of this group were intended to 
represent the imprint of horses' feet, it is of great importance. 
As horses were unknown to the Indians until the coming of Euro- 
peans, the carvings must necessarily have been made since the 
advent of the Spaniards. The route followed by DeSoto, during 
the months of May and June, 1540, passed within a few miles of 
this spot, and it is a well known fact that the Indians were awed by 
the unknown and wonderful beasts, the horses, belonging to the 
expedition. It would therefore be characteristic of the people to 
portray the tracks of these strange creatures. The horse-tracks 
represented on the rock appear to have been enlarged in proportion 
to the size of the figure of the human footprint, the dimensions 
given being 8 by 10 inches. 

Petroglyphs of like character are met with along the banks of 
the Ohio, and it is probable that many exist of which no account is 
obtainable. 



1 Morse, Jedidiah, The American Universal Geography, Boston, 1802, p. 672. 
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*" Foot-print rocks/ so called, are at the foot of the bluff, at 
the edge of the low river bottom just south of the Ohio, in Union 
county, Kentucky. At this point the road leads to the Shawnee- 
town ferry. This is a mass of sandstone which rises above the 
surface at an angle of 24°, and upon the surface are various carvings 
representing the foot prints of men, of birds, and of quadrupeds. ''^ 

Several examples of "footprints" occur on the surface of a 
mass of red sandstone about three hiiles northeast of WickliflFe, 
Ballard county, Kentucky, at a point near the mouth of the Ohio. 
One is said to measure 12 inches in length, another 8 inches. 

Similar carvings have been discovered at different localities in 
Ohio. Near the town of Barnesville, Belmont county, two groups 
were found, each covering a space of several square feet. Among 
the various figures represented were examples of the human foot- 
print, some large, others small. ^ Isolated specimens may occur. 
Other groups, including similar figures, are mentioned as existing 
near Independence, Cuyahoga county;^ near Amherst, Lorain 
county; Wellsville, Columbina county; and "on the surface of a 
sandstone rock, lying on the banks of the Muskingum River.''* 

On the left bank of Illinois river, below the town of Naples, 
in Scott county, was a rock-shelter that evidently had been fre- 
quented by Indians during comparatively recent times. At one 
place within this shelter a group of petroglyphs had been carved 
upon the surface of the stone. These represented the tracks of 
birds, signs or symbols of various sorts, and the imprint of the 
human foot.^ These represented the foot as having six toes, and 
suggest the figures on the rocks near Enchanted mountain, above 
alluded to. 



1 Cox, E. T., in Seventh Annual Report of the Geological Survey of Indiana, 1875, 
p. 29. 

2 Ward, James W., Sculptured Rocks, Belmont County, Ohio, in Journal of the 
Anthropological Institute of New York, vol. i, 1871-1872, pp. 57-64. 

8 Whittlesey, Charles, Ancient Earth Forts of the Cuyahoga Valley, Ohio, Cleveland, 
1871, p. 28. 

* Mallery, Garrick, Pictographs of the North American Indians, in Fourth Annual 
Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, 1886, pp. 21-22. 

«> Henderson, J. G., Aboriginal Remains near Naples, Illinois, in Smithsonian 
Report for 1882, p. 719. 
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Two caves, or, as they should probably be described, rock- 
shelters, in Monroe county, Illinois, not far from the Mississippi, 
contained similar carvings. These were described by Professor 
Rau in a communication to the American Ethnological Society 
of New York, and the account was printed in the Bulletin of that 
Society for October, 1861. One of these is described as having 
shown a "square heel and the toes of equal length, and terminating 
in a line/' In the same county, near the town of Waterloo, is a 
cave, on the bottom of which are three or four *' footprints'' having 
the toes spread in a marked manner. In this respect they differ 
from the majority of the known examples.^ 

Like carvings, similarly placed on the bottom of a cave, have 
been found near Saline river, in Ste Genevieve county, Missouri, 
a few miles west of the Mississippi, and just south of Monroe 
county, Illinois. At a meeting of the American Ethnological 
Society, held during January, 1861, E. G. Squier "read extracts 
from the St, Genevieve County Plaindealer, (Mo.,) of a recent date." 
The article was in part as follows: 

"Higher up on the Saline is a cavern. . . . Entering the mouth of 
the cave a short distance, we discovered foot-prints of a pappoose just 
commencing to walk. There are three distinct marks. The child was 
walking, and the first step was with its right foot, the next with its 
left, then again came the right. There is near by a very large foot-print 
of a man. Turkey-tracks and several other very singular things can be 
seen very distinctly. There is also the outline of an eagle cut into the 
rock. The work is neatly executed."^ 

Numerous examples of the form of petroglyphs under consider- 
ation were formerly to be met with along the bluffs of Jefferson 
county, Missouri, and northward on the river bank near and within 
the city of St Louis. Three depressions in a mass of red sandstone, 
near Herculaneum, were pointed out by an old inhabitant, who 
described them as once having been very distinct representations 
of human footprints. The stone is at the side of a road, and the 
surface has been greatly washed and worn away. Referring to the 
upper stratum of limestone in the vicinity of Herculaneum, School- 

1 Mentioned in a personal letter from Dr F. A. Glasgow, of St Louis. 

* Bulletin of the American Ethnological Society, vol. i. New York, 1861, pp. 49-50- 
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craft wrote: "The supposed prints of human feet, at this place, now 
preserved iu the outer chimney-wall of Mr Honey, were originally 
quarried from this stratum, as well as the more striking impressions 
formerly to be seen at St Louis/'^ 

A rather small *' footprint'' was discovered near Kimmswick, 
Jefferson county, Missouri. It was cut in the upper exposed 
surface of the limestone cliff shown at the extreme right in plate 
I, a. The block of stone, as removed, is represented in b. This 
was obtained by the writer and presented to the Peabody Museum 
of Harvard University. The petroglyph represents the impression 
of the left foot; its extreme length is 7 inches; spread of toes, 3^ 
inches. At the foot of the cliff was a saline spring, and within the 
distance of a hundred yards were several groups of stone graves 
and an important village site.^ Rock creek, flowing past the 
village site, entered the Mississippi about two miles beyond. Sev- 
eral hundred feet below the mouth of the creek, on the immediate 
bank of the Mississippi, were two very clearly defined ''foot- 
prints.'* They were examined during the summer of 1901, but 
within the following year they were removed, by whom it was 
not possible to learn. One represented the impression of the entire 
foot; the second, which followed the first, represented a part of 
the foot, including the toes. The distance between the toes of 
the two figures was about 18 inches. The length of the full example 
was about io3/^ inches. Both figures represented impressions of 
the right foot, and were directed northward. 

The members of Long's expedition, while in St Louis during 
the early part of June, 18 19, had occasion to examine certain 
''footprints." 

"The horizontal strata of limestone which underlay the town of 
Saint Louis and the surrounding country, have strongly attracted the 
attention of the curious, on account of having been found in one or two 
instances, to contain distinct impressions of the human foot. There is 
now in the possession of Mr. Rapp, of the Society of the Harmonites, a 

1 Schoolcraft, Henry R., Travels in the Central Portions of the Mississippi V alley ^ 
New York, 1825, p. 273. 

2 Bushnell, D. I., Jr., Primitive Salt-Making in the Mississippi Valley, pt.i. Maw, 
London, 1907, 13; pt. 11, ibid., 1908, 35. 
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a. Limestone Cliff Near Kimmswick, Jefferson County, Missouri. The White Stake In- 
dicates THE Original Position of the " Footprint " 




b. " Footprint " from the Summit of the Cliff Shown in the Above Figure 
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stone, which has upon its surface, marks that appear to have been 
formed by the naked feet of some human being, who was standing upon 
it while in a plastic state; also an irregular line, apparently traced by a 
stick or wand, held in the hand of the same person. This stone was 
taken from the slope of the immediate bank of the Mississippi below 
the range of the periodical floods." ^ 

This stone was taken by its owner to Indiana, and two years 
later Schoolcraft wrote : 

** Before leaving Harmony, our attention was particularly directed 
to a tabular mass of limestone, containing two apparent prints or im- 
pressions of the naked human foot. * This stone was carefully preserved 




Fig. 6. — Block of limestone bearing petroglyphs, removed from St Louis, Mo., 
to Harmony, Ind. (After Schoolcraft.) 

in an open area, upon the premises of Mr. Rappe, by whom it had 
previouvsly been conveyed from the banks of the Mississippi, at St. 
Louis." 2 

Schoolcraft's illustration of this example is shown in figure 6. 

Some very interesting examples of ''footprints" were found by 
Dr William Jones near Salt creek, in the Seminole Nation, Okla- 
homa, and were later removed to the American Museum of Natural 

1 James, Edwin, Account of an Expedition . . . under the Command of Major 
Stephen H. Long, Philadelphia, 1823, vol. i, pp. 56-5?- 

2 Schoolcraft, op. cit., pp. 173-179. 



14 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., 15, 1913 

History, New York City. The largest of the five carvings was 
slightly less than 12 inches in length, and was 5 inches in width; 
the smallest was a little more than 8 inches in length and 3 inches 
in width. The greatest depth was one-quarter inch. Three figures 
represent the impressions of the right foot, two the impressions of 
the left foot. The ridges separating the toes are clearly and 
sharply defined. The material is sandstone. 

Specimens in the National Museum were described some years 
ago as follows : 

"On two of these slabs, which have been completely cut out of the 
rock, may be seen, respectively, two impressions of feet represented as 
being covered with moccasins of a pattern still in use among the Sioux 
and other western tribes. The slabs consist of sandstone . . . and were 
obtained from the banks of the Missouri River." [The third example] 
''is a flattish block of quartzite (probably a boulder), which bears on 
one of its flat sides the impression of a naked foot, each toe being dis- 
tinctly marked by a cavity of proportionate depth. The foot is sur- 
rounded by a number of cup-shaped depressions. This relic was obtained 
in Gasconade County, Missouri."^ 

An oval mass of sandstone, bearing the representations of the 
imprints of two feet, one right, the other left, and both wearing 
moccasins, was found some years ago near the Gasconade river, 
in the southern part of Missouri. This specimen is now in the 
collection of the Missouri Historical Society. 

'' Footprints '* have also been discovered on a limestone bowlder, 
on the banks of the upper Missouri, near Forest City, Potter county, 
South Dakota.^ 

A group of carvings evidently intended to represent human hands 
and feet was discovered on an exposed ledge of sandstone near 
Trempeleau, Wisconsin.^ These are merely outlines, and in this 

1 Rau, Charles, The Archaeological Collections of the United States National 
Museum, Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge^ pub. no. 287, Washington, 1876, 
p. 57. 

2 Thomas, Cyrus, Catalogue of Prehistoric Works East of the Rocky Mountains, 
Bulletin 12, Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, 1891, p. 198. 

8 Lewis, T. H., Sculptured Rock at Trempeleau, Wisconsin, in American Naturalist, 
September, 1889. 
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respect agree more closely with the petroglyphs found in the 
eastern section of the country. But it is a curious fact that ''foot- 
prints'* are often represented in intaglio when other figures of the 
group are in outline. Examples are found at Millsborough, Wash- 
ington county, Pennsylvania, on the banks of the Monongahela, 
and near Morgantown, Monongalia county. West Virginia.^ These 
latter are excellent examples of Algonquian petroglyphs. 

Various groups of carvings, in which the human footprint is 
represented, are met with in different parts of the country, occurring 
as far west as California, but the isolated ''footprints" appear to 
be confined to a more limited area. They are evidently in some way 
associated with water or water-courses, as all examples known to 
the writer are, or have been, found near the bank of some stream. 
Similar petroglyphs undoubtedly exist along the bluffs bordering 
the Ohio, the Mississippi, and other streams of lesser magnitude. 
The writer would be pleased to learn of all such specimens. 

University, Virginia 



1 Mallery, Garrick, op. cit., pp. 224-226. 



